TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13, 2007

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, Colvin, Walworth, King and Thompson

Absent:  Elbert, Parker

Others:  Sullivan, Briggs

Audience:  12

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM

2. Agenda was approved.

3. Correspondence, etc.  There will be a seminar “28 Ways to Stay Out of Court” in Traverse City, December 4th at 6 PM.

4. Motion to approve minutes of October 9, 2007 as prepared is seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Concerns of the Public.  Mr. Tom Fitzsimons addressed the Commission regarding his recent appeal to the ZBA to add a screened porch to his residence, which was denied because of set back requirements.  His issue is that what he considers the front of the house, the portion that faces the lake, is different from the Ordinance, which states that the front is the portion that faces the road.  He wonders if the PC can help him in any way.  Mr. Briggs agreed that the Ordinance does not refer to the front of a house but rather the front of a lot.  It is questioned whether they could amend the Ordinance. The response was that they should not amend the Ordinance for one house only and the PC has no power to overturn a ZBA ruling, but they do agree an amendment could be considered.  It is recommended that Mr. Fitzsimons submit, in writing, his request including, a drawing of the property.

6. Planning Commission By-Laws.  The Commission reviewed the draft prepared by Mr. Sullivan, which included suggested changes to the By-Laws, and had suggestions of their own to be added.  Mr. Scott will retype and send out to the members shortly.  Any further suggestions can be emailed.  No action is taken at this time.

7. Proposed Amendment to Article XIV.  Mr. Scott began by reviewing the history of the A-Ga-Ming property, as submitted in a memo from Supervisor Spencer, dated November 8, 2007.  Mr. Scott stated that he believes it would be beneficial for the PC to get some immediate legal council, informing them of the implications of a ZBA ruling for both the Township and A-Ga-Ming.  He feels they need as much information as possible to make their decision.

From the audience, Mr. Guggemos stated that A-Ga-Ming has been hosting weddings, etc in the clubhouse since 1995 or ‘96.  2006 refers to outdoor receptions being held in the tent.  Mr. King asks the procedure if seeking legal council.  The reply, Mr. Scott and Mr. Spencer would meet with Mr. Turkelson and return with information as soon as possible—before next meeting.  Mr. Walworth has no problem with legal council but wonders what is the question we are seeking council on?  He believes the ZBA decision and the role of the PC are different.  The other commission members present agree that legal council is a good idea.  Mr. Scott states that he will go ahead with that and be back with the commission before the December 11th meeting.

8. Zoning Ordinance Updating.  It is agreed the commission should begin with Chapter 14 first and then start at the beginning to review the Ordinance for any proposed amendments.  Mr. Scott suggests the commission review 2 or 3 sections at a time and keep track of their suggestions.  He suggests Secretary Elbert keep a list of terms that need to be added to the definition section.  Mr. Briggs states that he has kept a file of previously recommended amendments and he will copy that file to share with the commission members.  Mr. Walworth suggests Mr. Briggs and Mr. Sullivan might also give recommendations for any changes, including the section number being referenced.

9. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

10. Concerns of the Commission.  Mr. Colvin gave a summary of the previous ZBA meeting.

11. With no further business the meeting is adjourned at 9:45 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

